FROM THE ANNALS OF THE PRESENTATION ORDER

WHILE IN BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE, EXTRACTS FROM 1898

Revd Mother Mary Elizabeth Boosey and Sr. Mary Aquin Clarke of the Presentation Convent, Livesey Street, Manchester visited Buxton in the summer of 1896, Sister M. Aquin having been advised to do so by several doctors and friends, especially her own Superior, the Right Revd J. Bilsborough, Bishop of Salford and the Right Revd Dr. Carroll, Bishop of Shrewsbury, as she suffered most severely from rheumatism. Sister benefitted greatly from the pure air and mineral waters.

While at Buxton they became acquainted with the Very Revd J.T. Hoeben and Rector of that mission, he proved a valuable and revered friend to both.

This was Fr. Hoeben's first acquaintance with Presentation Nuns.

On January 26th, he wrote to Revd Mother stating that the School Management and leading members of the Congregation wished him to ascertain on what terms the Presentation Sisters would come to Buxton. Revd Mother to the surprise of all, read to the Council a letter from the Very Revd J.T. Hoeben headed "Victory" stating that at last after twelve years battle, he had obtained the Victory over the school board, his school was recognised by the Education Department  as "necessary" and would from that day be certified to earn the various grants paid by Government for the maintenance of Elementary Schools.

The Bishop not only sanctioned the foundation as a Branch House but insisted it should only undertaken for three years at first and at the end of that time all pros and cons to be reconsidered and if the Sisters could still be spared from the Mother House and the new house promised success, fresh agreements should be drawn up and he would hear of the foundation on no other conditions.

Mother Mary Austin Thompson, Sr. M. Margaret Carrington and Sister M. Stanislaus McKevitt were selected as Sisters to make the foundation but afterwards Mother M. Calasanctius Macdonald the appointment was confirmed by the Bishop.

Forms of agreement were drawn up for the regulation of the school and community life. The following are copies of the same.

Form of Agreement made between the Right Revd J Billsborough, Bishop of Salford and the Revd Mother of the Presentation Convent, Livesey Street, Manchester on the one side and the Right Revd G Bagshaw, Bishop of Nottingham and the Very Revd J.T. Canon Hoeben of St. Anne's, Buxton, on the other, for a foundation of a community of Presentation Nuns at St. Anne's, Buxton.

On reaching Buxton, the Sisters were met at the station by the Very Revd Canon Hoeben and some of the children with bouquets of flowers 

The school was opened 

April 25th: On Monday, April 25th, the school was opened and placed under the patronage of "Our Lady of Good Counsel" which feast day fell on the following day.

The school opened with 48 children.

First report 

First Religious Report: The following is a copy of his report. "This school has made the most wonderful progress. The greatest credit is due to the Managers and Teachers. The children are bright and seem to take a great interest in their Religion. I have never seen a school that has made such progress in so short a time. The new teacher - nuns - have only been there six months."
Bishop's Remarks: "An excellent and most satisfactory report".  1899
From the 1901 Buxton census

Name          Age in 1901  Birthplace                         Relationship  

Mary L Carrington      41  Manchester,Lancashire,England    Nun        

Letitia Dunore           20  Manchester,Lancashire,England     Nun     

Dera Goode              25  Belfast,   Ireland                          Nun     

Ellen Jones               23  Cork,   Ireland                             Nun        

Eliza MacDonald        45  USA,   Wisconsin                         Head        

Mary C Mckivitt         39  Manchester,Lancashire,England    Nun    

Esther Mary Murphy  26  Dublin, Ireland                            Nun  

