Presentation Sisters Manchester 

The story of the Livesey Street Convent began in 1820, when a Mr Patrick Lavery, an Irish silk merchant, aware that it was "by the work of young girls he had made his money", decided to bequeath £2,000 for a Convent and School for the education of girls.  Father Thomas Lupton, his good friend and advisor, persuaded Mr Lavery that the Convent should be in Manchester where there were hundreds of Irish immigrants working and living in poor conditions and with no chance of education and little spiritual instruction. In speaking of his plans, Mr Lavery had been explicit that the Sisters who came to Manchester must be Presentation Sisters as he had seen the good work these nuns were doing in Ireland.

In 1832 a large and spacious Church, St Patrick's, was built to serve the many thousands of working people flocking from Ireland to find work in Manchester.  Within 3 years, 30,000 parishioners were living within the parish. The priest in charge soon realised that his next priority must be provision of some kind of instruction for the many children who roamed the streets or worked in the mills alongside their parents.  He therefore made plans to build the promised Convent.  He went to Ireland to try to persuade Sisters to come to Manchester; eventually he arrived at the Presentation Convent in Clonmel Co. Tipperary where three Sisters volunteered to undertake this work.

In January 1836 Sisters Magdalen Sargent (1789 - 1847) Francis Mulcahy (1800 - 1837) and Baptist Murphy (1787 - 1855) 

arrived in Manchester and opened the school for girls on February 2nd 1836.  This was the first Convent to be opened in the whole of the Northern District of England since the Reformation and St. Patrick's Girls School was the first Catholic school for girls in Manchester. The early years were marked by poverty, sickness, cold and trials of many kinds.

The Annals of 1836, speaking of their first English Postulant, Sister Austin Lupton, niece of the afore mentioned Father Thomas Lupton, tells us that: "It was wonderful to see her at once give up her comforts and be content with the want of all comfort and as the season changed the damp of the house increased, there being no fires.  The nuns were equally self sacrificing but the damp had made great inroads upon their constitutions...........Miss Lupton was overpowered with rheumatism" 
A year after their arrival one of their group, Sister Francis, "became very ill ...a complaint of the heart was consuming her...with increasing suffering her recovery became hopeless...and she yielded her holy soul into the hands of God"  
These pioneer Sisters, following the example of their saintly foundress Nano Nagle, persevered.  We are told that "Sometimes when greatly tried by the mark of disrespect shown them, and the many annoyances they had to bear in the trying regulations made for them...the want of comforts, depending entirely on others to supply them with bread and meal...and forget that it was time to provide it ...made them say...

"Let us go home Mother Magdalene."  But then they thought of the great work they had undertaken and renewing their good purposes they continued to endure the trials that surrounded them." In 1837 “Worn with fatigue and cold Mother Magdalen had a serious attack of inflammation on the lungs" Soon other young women came to join them.

In 1842, Manchester was not a very good place to be; there were riots, mass unemployment and hunger.  The Annals again:

"There was a great disturbance in the town, many thousands of men were out of work and some riots were caused by the discontented.  The soldiers were said to be on duty.  Cannons were placed on the streets, one at the end of Livesey Street.  The nuns were in great terror."

Hunger was a huge problem: "Public charity provided a small subsistence for many destitute families.  Large kitchens were made etc. prepared.... Our poor children frequently fainted in school from want and weakness.  We had not anything to give them except some rice of which several bags were sent by a gentleman in the South of England.  We used to put water and a little salt into a large pan and soak it in the oven.  It was given to the poor children at dinner hour and there was never a morsel left"
In 1843, "for the first time in Manchester devotions for the month of May were begun in schools"   The Sisters, unable to find a statue of Our Lady procured one of the Queen and draped it in blue “and made as pretty an altar of Our Lady as our poverty permitted.....One poor woman after expressing her delight etc. exclaimed with great simplicity 'but what a pity you did not dress her in green instead of blue. You know she was an Irish girl"
Some men who looked after the Sister’s garden put unemployment to good use:  "Several poor Irishmen out of employment offered their services without the least expectation of remuneration.  They set to work and several...collected money to pay for tools, trees, soil, gravel etc"
In 1845, the Sisters took charge of an Orphanage, which moved from Chorlton to a purpose-built house attached to St Patrick's School; there were 20 children at first. 

In 1855 Sister Baptist the last of the pioneers died.  Although she lived, an enclosed life it is recorded that:

"Being Irish she had great influence over her countrywomen and countrymen encouraging the weak, making up differences in families or between husband and wife, this good she so quietly affected was wonderful among the women of the district". As well as teaching full time during the day, the Sisters held an Evening school for girls between ages 12 and 30 years.  Large numbers attended many for the "secular lessons and great numbers attended for religious instruction".  Later, in 1890, cooking and laundry were taught.

In 1886, 50 years on from their first beginnings over 1,000 girls between ages 7 and 14 years attended the schools.

At least seven Sisters were qualified teachers, holding Government Certificates. There were 14, perhaps more, Sisters in Community. The Sisters built a Chapel to mark the occasion.

1936, 100 years on the Sisters made plans to have a Convent in New Moston, this was eventually opened in 1939.

The 1960s brought great changes: All Age schools were abolished and replaced by Secondary Modern Schools.  Saint Margaret Clitherow and Blessed John Southworth schools were opened; the Sisters, as ever, kept abreast of the changes and moved in to these schools continuing there until the next phase in Education took place: the introduction of Comprehensive schools.  They moved with their pupils to St Thomas More's in Beswick and later to St Gregory's, Openshaw. As well as being in the above schools the Sisters have also taught in St. Malachy's (where they still are, with Sister Regina as Head Teacher), Our Lady's, Corpus Christi, Christ the King, Sacred Heart Oldham.

The 1960's brought a big upsurge in Vocations with eight young girls coming from Clonmel, the home of the original 3 Pioneers.  

