Ministries in Huddersfield and further a field by Sr. Elizabeth Tuttle 

Our convent is a very open house. This I discovered to my great joy when I arrived here to join the community a little over four years ago As I write this, a class of children from the nearby All Saints High School are arriving (very excitedly!) for "a day with a difference". Yesterday we had a similar group for the same purpose. By to day all the First Years (six forms in all) will have been to the Convent, as have the pupils of previous years. Tomorrow morning "The Thursday Ladies" will arrive. These are mainly a group of elderly women who come weekly. For some this may well be the only outing of the week. How they love to celebrate their birthdays something, which is a frequent occurrence. Tomorrow evening the parish members of the St. Vincent De Paul Society will arrive for their weekly meeting. Both Dolores and Kathleen are member of this very active group. Here they inform one and other of the needs of the parish and receive some spiritual guidance from Kathleen. Each week, Dolores especially, and Kathleen to some extent as far as time commits, visit the sick, the lonely, the housebound, bring holy communion where appropriate. Usually there is always some parishioner to see in either or both of the two local hospitals. Each Monday Kathleen meets and greets the steady flow of people coming to spend time before the Blessed Sacrament exposed.

Always, there is a great welcome for individuals who come and who are shown typical Presentation hospitality. These may come for a chat but many to unburden their problems or seek healing prayer or some spiritual guidance. The top storey of our house is an ideal place for an "Upper Room Experience". Here we have a sitting room come kitchenette as well as an oratory, and bedroom should people need an overnight stay or two. Incidentally, each month two women from a nearby parish do an all night vigil in the oratory. 

Those who come for such an experience are not all local people; some may ask to use it that come from as far away as Manchester or Liverpool. Veronica Williams, the co-founder of Mothers Prayers (which has not spread to seventy-two counties has come all the way from Kent for her quiet time here! Some who come seek spiritual guidance and many are members of "Maranatha" an interdenominational committee of Unity, Renewal and Healing. I personally am involved with this community; sometimes I have requests to lead "quiet days" in different parts of the country where Maranatha groups exist. In addition, I give retreats "Light out of Darkness" or "Waiting on God in the Present" arranged for Maranatha, though I sometimes do this for other groups also. The organisers of Catholic Conferences invite me from time to time to give talks or lead workshops. All this is made easy because of the support an encouragement I receive from my Community.

Back to Huddersfield and its local ministry! Kathleen has links with the local Catholic primary schools where at one time she taught. She is responsible for organising the First Communion classes and has a team of retired teachers (like herself) to help out. My contribution is to give some talks to the panels of the First Communicants an opportunity I welcome in order to evangelise or catechise with the Lords help because many of these parents are "unchurched" or have had no instruction since leaving school. Each year I am also invited to do likewise in the next parish to us. 

The Community here though busy is a prayerful one. Otherwise, our serving would be in vain and not in keeping with our Presentation Spirituality and Nano's Charism. We ask our readers to pray for blessings on our ministries. May the Lord bless yours also! 

Sr. Elizabeth Tuttle 

